[Current diagnosis of classic mastitis carcinomatosa].
Mastitis carcinomatosa (inflammatory carcinoma) is a very rare form of breast cancer, with a rapid progress, generalisation and dissemination into the vital organs, and lethal issue. Inflammatory carcinoma of the breast (ICB) accounts for 1 to 4 per cent of all breast carcinomas. Only 3 to 6 per cent of patients survive for 5 years, and a great number of patients die within 1 to 2 years, with disseminated metastases. Undefined diagnostical criteria of the desease are responsible of undefined therapeutical procedures. There are still contra-many diction which are well documented in the literature. In this paper we tried to give our contribution to the solution of some of these problems. Today it is clear that tumour embolism in dermal lymphatics of the involved breast skin is a pathohistologic basis of this fatal desease. Accordingly consequences are visible in all clinical signs, which have a very poor prognosis. There is a very large group of local advanced breast carcinomas that are similar to the ICB, but that are not really ICB. In fact, although all these malignant deseases are very similar, their differentiation is very important esspecialy because of their evaluation. A great number of other benignant deseases have very similar signs. Therefore ICB is a interdisciplinary problem.